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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Chief Kenn Taylor
Violet Twp. Fire Department, OH

Great things continue to happen within the IAFC and the
Great Lakes Division. A lot of really talented people are
working very hard on your behalf.

I had the privilege to attend the Second Line of Duty
Death Prevention Summit, which tuned out to be an awe-
some two-day experience. The sixteen Life Safety Initia-
tives that we should all be so familiar with were reviewed,
modified and enhanced in an effort to prevent firefighter
deaths. The results of this summit will be available to all
of us soon. Remember . .. make every day a training day
so that everyone goes home!

The stakeholders for the IAFC’s Intrastate Mutual Aid
(IMAS) met in Columbus, Ohio during the first week of
March. Nearly twenty-one states now have intrastate mu-
tual aid programs in place as a result of the IAFC’s assis-
tance. The participants also had an opportunity to observe
first-hand a true test of the Ohio Fire Chiefs Emergency
Response. A large-scale mobilization took place, which
delivered ninety-eight pieces of equipment (fire, EMS and
law enforcement) within ninety-eight minutes to a desig-
nated staging area. What a tremendous accomplishment!

Forum 2007 took place in the middle of April at Miller
Park in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. We teamed up with the
Milwaukee Brewers for an incredible two-day event. Eve-
ryone in attendance agreed this truly was one of the best
forums ever! The lessons learned from the Brewers asso-
ciation were very fitting for us. Additionally, the Brewers
were challenged logistically when the adverse weather
conditions (think snow plows) in Cleveland forced the
Cleveland Indians to move their three-game stretch with
the California Angels to the under-roof Brewers facility in
Milwaukee. What a last minute logistical nightmare the
Brewers organization was handed!  However, they
“stepped up to the plate” and literally “hit a home run” by
pulling off a spectacular event while simultaneously host-
ing the Great Lakes Forum. | personally want to express
my sincere appreciation to not only the Milwaukee Brew-
ers for hosting us, but also to Jeff Roemer of R.W. Man-
agement for coordinating the entire event. Well done Jeff!

I just returned from the IAFC Spring Board Meeting,
which was held in conjunction with the Fire Rescue Med
Conference in Las Vegas. | continue to be amazed by just
how active this board is, and how much is on their plate.
Even more amazing is how the IAFC staff is able to keep
all the different programs afloat and moving forward. It
truly is an impressive group to be affiliated with.

Let’s not forget SEE PRESIDENT PAGE (4)

DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Chief Larry J. Grorud
Janesville Fire Department, W1

I hope all is going well for everyone, and that you’re pre-
paring for a safe and enjoyable summer.

I write this letter as | have just returned from our Spring
IAFC Board meeting held in Las Vegas, NV in recogni-
tion of the EMS Section’s 10" anniversary of Fire Rescue
Med.

The Board reviewed and approved the Committee Re-
form Task Force report presented by 2™ Vice President
Kelvin Cochran. In general, the report modified the Pol-
icy regarding Committees and representation on the
Committees. The main purpose of the change is to try to
encourage wider participation by IAFC members on our
Committees. This is accomplished by limiting the tenure
on Committees to six years, with a possibility of nine
years in exceptional situations. It also affirms that Com-
mittee appointments are for three year terms.

The Board also reviewed and approved the audit report
from our auditing firm. Again, we had a clean audit and
the financial affairs of the Association are in good shape.
New IRS rules require a conflict of interest policy be es-
tablished for the Board, so the Board also took action on
that and approved a Conflict of Interest Policy. The
Emergency Management Committee gave a status report
at the meeting. Phases one and two of the intrastate mu-
tual aid efforts are nearly complete in the 21 designated
states. Phase three intends to reach out to the other 29
states, but probably will be limited to the 48 continental
states first.

In other business, the Board approved hiring a Member-
ship Sales Manager position for the IAFC. The consult-
ant’s report indicated that this position could very well
pay for itself threefold in the first year. The Board ap-
proved the position for a one year period and will review
the results at the end of the first year.

By the time you read this, we should be very close to
sending a recommendation to the full Board for our next
Executive Director. We will be interviewing four finalists
on the 14" of May, with any final interviews scheduled
for the 30" of May. Our goal is to have our next Execu-
tive Director on board by FRI-2007 in Atlanta.

My bid for 2™ Vice President is getting close to the end.
The ballots come out the 25" of May. | thank you for all
of your support in the past, and hope you will see fit to
vote for me when you receive your ballot.

Itis a pleasure serving SEE DIRECTOR PAGE (4)



WISCONSIN STATE REPRESENTATIVE
Chief Jeff Stauber
Green Bay Fire Department, WI

Congressional Fire Services Institute

Wisconsin was well represented at the Congressional Fire
Services Institute in Washington DC in late March. Along
with Wisconsin State Fire Chiefs’ Legislative Liaison
Dave Bloom, Chief Paul Guilbert, Jr of Pleasant Prairie
represented the Wisconsin Fire Chiefs Education Associa-
tion. WSFCA member Chief Steve Hook of West Allis
Fire Department also attended. Other fire service represen-
tatives included Tod Doebler of the Wisconsin Fire In-
spectors Association and Larry Plumer, Jim Stormer, and
Todd Blaser of the Wisconsin State Firefighters Associa-
tion.

WSECA Annual Conference

In an effort to follow the successes of Gordon Graham and
Billy Goldfeder at the past two WSFCA Annual Confer-
ences, the Board of Directors has invited nationally known
fire service speaker Harry Carter to present at the 2007
pre-conference. The topics of the pre-conference session,
scheduled for June 21 at the Kalahari Resort and Confer-
ence Center in Wisconsin Dells, will be Leadership in the
21% Century and Problem-Solving and Team Building.
The regular conference, which begins Friday morning
June 22" will feature general session speaker Fire Chief
Mary Beth Michos of Prince William County, Virginia.
Her topic will be “Your Emotional Intelligence, A Key for
Success”. The Saturday general session will be an over-
view of the Door County Propane Explosion by Sister Bay
Fire Chief Chris Hecht.

State Building and Fire Code

Progress is being made on the adoption of an updated Wis-
consin Enrolled Building Code that will require sprinklers
in new multi-family residential occupancies. Also on the
legislative agenda is fire safe cigarette legislation that is
based on the national model adopted or being considered
by other Great Lakes Division states. When enacted, these
changes will be a major step toward in fire safety in Wis-
consin.

Retirement

Congratulations to WSFCA President Bruce Fuerbringer
on his recent retirement from the Eau Claire Fire Depart-
ment. Chief Fuerbringer retired after nearly 31 years of
service. ***

MICHIGAN STATE REPRESENTATIVE
Chief William Schmidt
Walker Fire Department, Ml

It looks like spring is finally here. We didn’t have a long
winter but we had a lot of winter in a short period of
time. It didn’t snow until after New Years and in about 2
months we exceeded our average annual snowfall. Of
course with spring comes the construction season which
I’m sure is the same everywhere else. It sure can wreak
havoc on emergency responses.

The Mutual Aid Committee is moving forward develop-
ing a plan for intra-state mutual aid and interstate mutual
aid. The committee includes representatives from the Fire
Service as well as the state Emergency Management Di-
vision. We have decided to utilize the MABAS plan for
our mutual aid both intra-state and interstate. We looked
at emergency response plans that are already in operation
and felt that MABAS would be the simplest for us to im-
plement.

The MAFC is busy finalizing their plans for the Summer
Leadership Conference. It is going to be held in Bay City
July 25-27, 2007. The conference committee has put to-
gether a good program for this year. One of the programs
is how cultural diversity can impact the safety of our fire-
fighters and our customers. Another program is on labor
relations and other fire department legal issues. There
will also be presentations from FEMA Region 5 and our
state Emergency Management Division

The MAFC has changed their by-laws to allow the for-
mation of Sections as part of the organization. Our first
group has made application to become an MAFC Section.
That group is HazMat. We are hoping that other Fire Ser-
vice disciplines also will apply to become a Section in the
MAFC. We believe having sections will make us a
stronger organization and that it will also increase mem-
bership.

One of the more important efforts that is going on right
now is finding adequate funding for the new Bureau of
Fire Services. Currently they are significantly under
funded for providing the services that the Fire Service
needs. As part of this effort the Fire Service Coalition
which consists of members from all the major state fire
service organizations is organizing a strategic planning
session with the Bureau of Fire Services (BFS). One of
the primary purposes for this meeting is to develop a
business plan in order to determine what the BFS actually
needs in order to function properly. Once that is done
then they will explore possible sources of revenue.

The MAFC through the efforts of the Western Michigan
Association of Fire SEE MICHIGAN PAGE (4)
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about the upcoming Fire Rescue International in Atlanta.
The Great Lakes Division luncheon and annual meeting
will take place Thursday, August 23, beginning at 11:30
A.M. at the conference center. We look forward to seeing
all of you there. Last year’s luncheon was very well re-
ceived, as indicated by attendance. We are looking for-
ward to your appearance and participation again this year.
The Great Lakes headquarters hotel will be the Westin.
Please mark your calendars, and we look forward to seeing
you there!

Until then . . . stay safe!***

DIRECTOR FROM PAGE (2)

as your Director, and | wish you a relaxing and enjoyable
summer. | look forward to seeing you at our FRI-2007 in
Atlanta, and | encourage you to feel free to contact me
(608-755-3051, or e-mail me at
grorudl@ci.janesville.wi.us) with any questions or con-
cerns. Until then, enjoy life, have fun and........ STAY
SAFE!! ***

MICHIGAN FROM PAGE (2)

Chiefs is in the process of forming Incident Management
Teams throughout the state. The state has been divided
into regions for the purpose of determining funding needs
for Homeland Security projects and to disperse those
funds. Our goal is to have at least one IMT in each region.
They are trying to be recognized as Type Il IMTs but the
training required for Type Il certification is difficult to
get.

The MAFC is working on several pieces of legislation.
One that we are very concerned with is the proposed
changes to our Fireworks Legislation. We are adamantly
opposed to the new law and we are working hard to keep it
from passing. We are also working at passing legislation
for safe cigarettes. There is a cancer presumption bill in
committee we are working hard to get that passed. That is
going to be a tough battle.

Finally we are working locally and nationally to change
the construction code in order to require residential sprin-
kler systems in one and two family residences. That looks
like it is going to be tough to accomplish but we believe it
is possible.

Well that’s the latest news from Michigan. Hope all is
well in the rest of the Great Lakes states and everyone has
a grrrrrrrreat summer.  Until next time STAY LOW AND
STAY SAFE ***

IAFC
Fire Rescue International

IAFC’s Fire Rescue International will be held in Atlanta
Georgia August 23-25, 2007. We are looking forward to
another record attendance as chief officers from around
the world join together in the “Peach State”.

The City of Atlanta has a lot to offer IAFC conference
visitors. Since in was incorporated in 1847 it fought hard
to protect its dignity and in the year 1996 it won the right
to host the 1996 Olympics. This led to much recognition
for the city. The Atlanta population has reached 3.5 mil-
lion as it becomes an ever more popular place to live and
play and work. After you visit the area you will have to agree
that there is something very special in Atlanta. There are
plenty of museums, theatres, nightlife and restaurants for
you to enjoy during your stay and more than enough shops
to spend your money in while you are there.

This city has some very unigue things that you will defi-
nitely find impressive. It has the largest museum dedi-
cated to the art of puppetry. An experience for young and
old, and all who visit love it. You'll spend hours just ad-
miring all the things in the museum and seeing the puppet
shows. Atlanta has the oldest continually running ballet
in the country, which is impressive in itself, but wait until
you see the performances. Not to mention all the other
shows in the city, so take in as many as you can. Atlanta
is filled with culture and you'll enjoy seeing the many
attractions.

Atlanta is also well known for its shopping malls and out-
let centers. No matter where you are in Atlanta there is
always a shopping mall or outlet center close by. Atlanta
has some of the largest shopping malls in the southeast
and has some of the most unique shops anywhere in the
country offering something new for anyone.
So, you're sure to have a ball on your shopping spree in
this "shopper's paradise” known for its diverse selection
and quality. Most stores are open Monday-Saturday 10-9,
Sunday noon-6. Many downtown stores close Sunday.
Sales tax is 7% in the city of Atlanta.

Atlanta is ranked 4th in the US when it comes to great
restaurants. The Atlanta restaurant and dining scene is the
perfect venue for evening dining or the perfect night out
in Atlanta. From a quick burger or "Varsity Dog" to At-
lanta’s fine dining rooms, you'll find a restaurant or bur-
ger joint that fits the moment and your budget.

There are many interesting attractions in Atlanta for those
with time to roam.

SEE ATLANTA PAGE (6)



FORUM ‘07

Forum *07 was held in Milwaukee
Wisconsin on April 12-13, 2007.
The spring Great Lakes Division
Board meeting was held on April 11
preceding the Forum. While your
GLD Board had beautiful weather to
travel to Milwaukee on the Tuesday,
we awoke to a real mid-west bliz-
zard on Wednesday morning. Fortu-
nately the weather did not keep the
state fire chiefs’ organizations presi-
dents from joining the GLD board
meeting. Nor did it keep the mem-
bers of the Mid America Mutual Aid
Consortium (MAMA-C) from meet-
ing with the board in the afternoon.

The MAMA-C group has been hard
OUR THANKS TO: at work doing the ground work to
make intrastate mutual aid a reality
throughout the United States. While
MILLER PARK not all communities share this prob-
lem many are just down the street
from one another and cannot offer or
MILWAUKEE BRAVES receive mutual aid because of state
regulations and are not able to help
in a national disaster across state

PIERCE MANUFACTURING lines.

Manufacturers of custom emergency vehicles

The weather in Cleveland did force
the Indians to move their opening

HASTINGS AIR-ENERGY CONTROL series with the Los Angles Angels to

Fire station exhaust collection systems Miller Park which was a logistic
) challenge for Miller Park officials to
Supporters of Forum *07 accommodate two baseball teams

and the Great Lakes Division. Their

problem was our gain as we were able to view part of the game Thursday while enjoying lunch in the 300
Club. Other Forum attendees watched the game Tuesday evening with one price choice location $10 seats.

The Forum was acclaimed by all that attended to be very informative. The insight into Management, Mar-
keting and Media Relations that the management of Miller Park exposed us to is a valuable tool that we can
take back to our communities. Everyone enjoyed the tour of the stadium and seeing the behind the scenes
operations of a major ball club. The hospitality and all the meals that were part of the program were sensa-
tional. All in all this Forum, as have been those in the past, was a great value and an immeasurable net
working experience.



VOTE
VOTE
VOTE

You should receive a ballot for the IAFC election for Sec-
ond Vice President of the IAFC on or about May 25th.
For most of the Great Lakes Division Active and Life
Members this ballot will arrive via e-mail. Please take the
few minutes necessary to return the ballot. In the last
IAFC election fewer than25% of the eligible voters re-
turned ballots. This means less than one-quarter of the
membership determines the direction the IAFC will be
heading.

This year we have a candidate for Second Vice President
from the GLD. Larry Grorud has been a GLD Board
member for eighteen years and IAFC Director for thirteen
years serving five of these years on the executive commit-
tee. Larry has also received the endorsement of all the
divisions except one.

We have enough vote in our division to successfully elect
Larry to the position of Second Vice President if we re-
turn our ballots.

If as a Life Member you did not receive or return a ballot
last year you must request one for this years election by
phoning IAFC Membership Services toll free at 866-385-
9110. It would also be helpful if for all members to go to
the IAFC web page (IAFC.ORG) Members only Update
Your Profile and check to see if your member information
is correct, especially your current e-mail address.

We especially urge the Life Members to take time to vote
in this year’s election and show your interest in an organi-
zation that has done so much to promote the fire chiefs of
America.

REMEMBER YOUR VOTE COUNTS!

ANNOUNCEMENT

The annual meeting of the membership of the Great Lakes
Division of The International Association of Fire Chiefs
will take place at 11:00 AM on Thursday August 23rd
2007 at the convention center in Atlanta Georgia in con-
junction with Fire Rescue International.

There will be an election for the position of Vice President
at that time. As per the past division agreement it is the
State of Minnesota’s turn to put forth a candidate for this
position.***

ATLANTA FROM PAGE (4)

Across from the convention center is the CNN Center,
the global headquarters of the CNN News Group and
Turner Broadcasting. Visitors can get a first-hand look at
news in the making on the CNN Studio Tour or join
CNN's interactive talk show, “TalkBack Live”.

The City is also home to the Georgia Aquarium which
opened on November 23rd as the World's Largest Aquar-
ium. With 8 million gallons of fresh and marine water,
and more than 120,000 animals representing 500 species
from around the globe. You're sure to see things you've
never seen before!

And nearby you will find Six Flags Over Georgia and
Stone Mountain with laser shows to riverboats, golf and
more. Georgia's #1 family destination promises some-
thing for everyone - and delivers it to 6,000,000 visitors
year-round.
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Westin Peachtree Center Headquarters to the Great Lakes Division in Atlanta
August23-25, 2007 IAFS FRI 2007.

AIRPORT TRANSPORTATION

Flying into town? MARTA connects into the terminal
building at Atlanta Hartsfield International Airport, just
follow the signs. Rail cars are equipped with ample bag-
gage space. Trains depart every 8 to 10 minutes.

GLD attendees get off at the N1 Peachtree Center
stop which is two blocks from the Westin Hotel.

A single $1.75 fare covers one-way bus or train trips,
including transfers. Bus riders may drop tokens or exact
cash (bills or coins) into the fare box near the driver, or
may slide their weekly or monthly TransCard through
the electronic card SEE ATLANTA PAGE (7)



ATLANTA FROM PAGE (6)
reader. Ask the driver for a transfer ticket when you board.

MARTA is the most cost-effective way to travel in At-
lanta, and the most convenient, with a wide variety of
fares and passes available to meet each rider's needs.
Regular riders can choose from several TransCard, Half
Fare or individual token rates, while out-of-towners can
utilize a specially-priced visitor's transit pass. It's good for
unlimited travel aboard the extensive rail and bus system.
The regular fare is $1.75 for transportation throughout the
system and may be paid with tokens or exact change. To-
kens can be purchased individually or in rolls of 10 at the
entrances to MARTA stations or at all RideStores.

There are many hotels offered for attendees to FRI with
rates that vary from $139 to $205. The Great Lakes Divi-
sion has chosen the Peachtree Westin Center with a room
rate of $159 Sing/Dbl. The Westin is centrally located
half way between the convention center and the Hyatt Re-
gency which is the headquarters for the IAFC. The hotel
is located a few blocks from the convention center over-
looking Centennial Olympic Park and provides breathtak-
ing views in every direction. The hotel has just recently
been completely renovated and provides Westin’s
“Heavenly Bed and Bath” in every room.

The Westin also offers a Lobby Bar, full service Star-
bucks, The Cafe, which features casual dining, and The
Sun Dial Restaurant located 723 feet above the city slowly
rotating for your dining pleasure.

The Westin has an Extensive Fitness Center for condition-
ing or recreational activities and a large indoor pool with a
retractable roof.

Either valet, at a rate of $20 per night which includes in
and out privileges, or self parking is available . Although
as mentioned above, the MARTA can be used from the
airport for those not renting a car.

The GLD hospitality room will be held Wednesday,
Thursday and Friday August 22, 23 and 24th 5:00 pm—
8:00 pm at the Westin Hotel . ***

THANKS TO OUR SUPPORTERS
PLYMOVENT
AMERICAN LAFRANCE

SPARTAN CHASSIS
CRIMSON FIRE

FIRE RESCUE
GPO

Hey Chief. Need to stretch that equipment and supplies
budget? Check into the Fire GPO (Group Purchasing Pro-
gram) This program has worked to give you the purchas-
ing power of a large corporation.

This Group Purchasing Program is completely free to
members. Vendors pay a fee based on total sales to sup-
port the program administration. A significant portion of
this fee is returned to your Fire Chief Associations. To
learn more about how your organization can access cost
saving price agreements, call 1-800-810-3909 or email
CustomerService@FireRescue-GPO.com

There are existing contracts with many of the manufactur-
ers you now do business with such as:

Sprint PCS

Commercial Office Interiors
Ferno-Washington

Zoll Medical

Office Max

An example of the supplies that are available from just one
vendor follows.

Corporate Express Office Products

“We're your one source for business-to-business essen-
tials. No more “shopping around” for the items you need.
Instead, we offer a complete selection of office products
focused on making you and your business work smarter.
From paper clips to pens...fax machines to files...
computer furniture to conference room furniture, we offer
everything you need to keep your business running
smoothly, while simplifying and streamlining the procure-
ment process.

Interested in high quality office products at a lower price?
Corporate Express offers a complete line of private label
Office Products, tested for quality and performance, and
backed by a 100% satisfaction guaranteed.

Corporate Express is now a destination for all your Jani-
torial/Sanitation and Breakroom needs. We’ve got the fa-
cility supplies you need — when and where you need them.
Just select from our high-quality, great priced products
and we’ll take care of the rest. And, if you need any assis-
tance, we’ve got local Facilities Consultants who will
work with you to understand your company’s needs and
develop a program that’s right for you. Simply think of us
as your local Jan/San supplier!”

So, check out the Fire GPO and see what savings you can
find. This is not just limited to your department. Your
neighbors as well as other departments in your municipal-
ity can take part also.***



GEB6C S ' AIAWI0DIN
6T 'ON LINY3d
dlvd
JOV1ISOd 'S 'N
‘dlLsS '1dsydd

B10°05e1-p16 Mamm
‘Je a1is g9\
NOISIAIQ SIHVT LVIYD THL LISIA

,.l‘il.._

SSSSN Ty

L6€0-6€87Y HO ‘UonH

16€ %09 °'0'd

J011p3 'sbuiyoiny uoy Ja1yd 18y
19dwinu] UOISIAIQ $aYeT] 1ealo

IAFC GREAT LAKES DIVISION BOARD MEMBERS 2005-2006

PRESIDENT

Chief Kenn E. Taylor

Violet Township Fire Department
8700 Refugee Rd. NW

Pickerington, OH 43147

Ph 614 837 4123 Fax 614 837 1975
Chief590@violet.oh.us

VICE PRESIDENT

Chief Hank Clemmensen

Palatine Rural Fire Protection District
35N. Ela

Invernes, IL 60067-4450

Ph 847-991-8700 Fax 847-991-8789
hclemmensen@prfpd.org

PAST PRESIDENT

Chief Timm Schabbel

Clay Fire Territory

18355 Auten Road

South Bend, IN 46637

Ph 574-272-2144 Fax 574-272-4043
tis@clayfd.com

FORUM 2007 Chairman

Ret. Chief Jeff Roemer

R W Management Group, Inc.

1295 Appleton Rd., Ste 2

Menasha, Wl 54952-1501

Ph 920-729-1000 Fax 920-727-1003
jroemer@rwmanagementgroup.com

DIRECTOR GLD

Chief Larry J. Grorud

Janesville Fire Department

303 Milton Avenue

Janesville, W1 53545-3151

Ph 608-755-3051 Fax 608-754-0322
grorudl@ci.janesville.wi.us

SECRETARY/TREASURER

Ret. Chief Ron Hutchings

P. O. Box 397

Huron, OH 44839-0397

Ph 419-433-7959 Fax 419-433-7959
gldiafc@aol.com

Web Site  www.gld-iafc.org

STATE REPRESENTATIVE - ILLINOIS
Chief Jeff C. Macko

Cary Fire Protection District

400 Cary-Algonquin Road

Cary, IL 60103

Ph 847 639 2121 Fax 847 639 4175
chiefjeffmacko@caryfire.com

STATE REPRESENTATIVE - INDIANA
Chief Timm Schabbel

Clay Fire Territory

18355 Auten Road

South Bend, IN 46637

Ph 574-272-2144 Fax 574-272-4043
tis@clayfd.com

STATE REPRESENTATIVE - MICHIGAN
Chief William Schmidt

Walker Fire Department

4343 Remembrance Road

Walker, M|l 49544-

Ph 616-791-6840 Fax 616-791-6898
bschmidt@ci.walker.mi.us

STATE REPRESENTATIVE -MINNESOTA
Chief Paul E. Klapprich

Wayzata Fire Department

600 East Rice Street

Wayzata, MN 55391-1734

Ph 952-404-5337 Fax 952-404-5336
fire@wayzata.org

STATE REPRESENTATIVE - OHIO
Ret.Chief Dale Duermit

Sharonville Fire Department

3793 Cornell Rd.

Sharonville, OH 45241

Ph 513-563-2464
jandaled@netzero.net

STATE REPRESENTATIVE - WISCONSIN
Chief Jeff Stauber

Green Bay Fire Department

501 S. Washington St.

Green Bay, WI 54301-4218

Ph. 920 448 3278 Fax 920 448 3281
jeffst@ci.green-bay.wi.us




